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frozen and methacrylate-embedded sections with histochemistry and histomorphometry. Mineralized bone was found in the vena cava from the left atrium to within 20 cm of the hepatic veins. The mean total amount of new bone was greatest in the vena cava next to the atria, intermediate in the vena cava next to the liver, and least in the vena cava within 20 cm of

the liver. Furthermore, the relative amount of bone was greatest next to the atria and decreased markedly from the atria toward the liver and then toward the venae cavae beyond the first arch of the liver. With respect to location and amount of new bone, the vena cava was similar to the inferior vena cava and aorta. It is suggested that osteoblasts are more active near
the atria and that the formation of bone may be greater in the vena cava near the atria than in the remainder of the vena cava.The U.S. military is cutting its presence in Afghanistan by around half, and the prospect of a gradual drawdown has roiled the country's security forces, which are preparing to take on an increasingly powerful Taliban insurgency in the coming

years. The Taliban used the news to argue that the U.S. needs to reduce its troops. "The announcement of the reduction in security presence is a war-waging strategy of the U.S. and indicates the failure of their own policies," Taliban spokesman Zabihullah Mujahid said in a statement. Instead of a sudden pullout, U.S. military leaders are recommending a phased
reduction, focusing on security tasks in the major urban centers. They say U.S. forces need better intelligence, better battlefield communications, and better intelligence sharing with local security forces. Central Command said in a statement that about 14,000 U.S. troops will remain in Afghanistan, 3e33713323
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