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Field of the Invention The present invention relates to a method of producing an optical film and an

optical film produced thereby. More specifically, the present invention relates to a method of
producing an optical film used as a shading mask for silver halide color photographic lightsensitive

material, and an optical film produced thereby. (b) Description of the Prior Art In recent years, a
silver halide color photographic lightsensitive material is widely used. At present, a spectral

sensitizing dye is mainly used to provide a spectral sensitivity required in the colors of blue, green,
and red, i.e., blue, green, and red, which sensitize different colors. Such a spectral sensitizing dye is

required to have a proper spectral sensitizing characteristic for the required wavelength, i.e., a
proper spectral sensitivity, and such a spectral sensitivity must be balanced with the other
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characteristics required, such as sharpness and gradation. The addition of the spectral sensitizing
dye is carried out in the manufacturing process of the silver halide color photographic lightsensitive

material. For example, a spectral sensitizing dye is added to an emulsion layer in which color
photographic lightsensitive materials are each used to provide the spectral sensitivity required for
the three primary colors, and an optical filter is used to provide the spectral sensitivity required for
each primary color. One type of the optical filter has a spectral sensitivity distribution between a

wavelength of 400 to 580 nm and is generally referred to as a yellow filter. The yellow filter is used
for a silver halide color photographic lightsensitive material, such as color paper, that is used to
obtain a positive image. That is to say, light exposure is carried out by a light source of the same
kind as the light source of the color paper after a spectral characteristic of the light exposure is

transformed to fit the characteristic of the color paper. For example, the light exposure by a light
source that provides a spectral sensitivity at least for the blue light of 400 to 500 nm is carried out in

the manufacture of color paper to provide a spectrally sensitizing layer. It is well known that if the
light exposure is carried out in the
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